
 

 
P o l a n d :  P i S 

against democracy 

After the legislative elections 

of  October 25th, conserva-

tives are in power in Poland. 

Law and Justice (PiS) party 

is now master of the parlia-

ment. The new government 

threaten democracy. 

Who is Yannis  

Varoufakis? 

In January 2016, the former 

Greek Minister of Economy, 

Mr. Varoufakis, announced 

that he will launch a politi-

cal party. On this occasion, 

The European Adviser offers 

you a small biography. 

Editorial: Europe 

in Action 

Here you will find our first 

editorial, published in two  

weeks. In the first part, we 

show here the reasons why 

the European Union is al-

ways overwhelmed by politi-

cal events and seems unable  

to react with efficiency. 

In the second part, we tried 

to find solutions to the is-

sues raised last week. 

Among them:  Promote His-

torical and Cultural re-

search, the creation of conti-

nental parties and the crea-

tion of a European Govern-

ment. 
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THE CULTURAL AGENDA 

Picasso Mania 

Paris, le Grand Palais—Until 29th February 

A hundred works of Picasso, some never 

shown before. 

www.grandpalais.fr 

August Sanders 

Antwerp, Fotomuseum—Until 14th February 

Selection from People of the 20th Cen-

tury plus a retrospective 

www.fotomuseum.be 

La Methode Piano 

Paris, Cité Chaillot—Until 29th February 

The thematic route of the exposition is 

built around six familly of projects by 

Renzo Piano 

http://www.citechaillot.fr 

Ode to Dutch Fashion 

The Hage, Gemeente Museum 

Until 7th February 

The recurent exibition of fashion in the 

Gemeente Museum, focused on Dutch 

designers. 

http://www.gemeentemuseum.nl 

Bremen Classic Motorshow 

Bremen, MesseCentrum 

5th to 7th February 

The anual show in Bremen for vintage 

car. 

The University Lecturer 

He got a PhD in Economics in 1987. 
Between 1982 & 1988, he taught 
economics in the United Kingdom 
before leaving for Sydney, were he 
taught until 2000. He then created 
the PhD Program in Economy for 
the University of Athens. Recently, 
he taught in the School of Public 
Affair, in Texas.  

Firsts steps in politics 

In November 2014, Syrisa's leader, 
Alexis Tsipras, reached Varoufakis 
to offer him the Ministry of Econo-
my. Varoufakis accepted and pre-
sented himself to the legislative 
election. He did his campaign by 
himself. 
 

As soon as he took place 
in the Minister of Econo-

my, he had to negotiate the Greek 
debt. His atypical character dis-
turbed in Brussels. European Min-
isters complained about the arro-
gance of Varoufakis. To avoid to 
jeopardize the negotiation, Tsypras 
changed his government and Va-
roufakis was replaced by Euclide 
Tsakalotos. Thus he left the Greek 
political landscape. 

Who is Yannis Varoufakis? 
In January 2016, the former Greek 
Minister of Economy, Yanis Va-
roufakis, announced that he will 
launch a pan-European political 
party named "Democracy in Europe 
2025" (DiEM 2025). The launching 
ceremony is planned for February 9, 
in Berlin. 
This is something The European 
Adviser will pay a close attention. By 
then, we would like to draw your 
attention on Mr. Varoufakis’ biog-
raphy. 

To see the complete article, visit 

europeanadviser.com 

https://europeanadviser.wordpress.com/
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http://www.fotomuseum.be/
http://www.citechaillot.fr/
http://www.gemeentemuseum.nl
https://europeanadviser.wordpress.com/2016/01/12/who-is-yanis-varoufakis


POLITICAL AGENDA 

9th February 

Launching Ceremony 

of DIEM 2025, the new 

Pan-European Paty of Y. 

Varoufakis. 

VolksBühne, Berlin 

18th-19th February 

European Concil 

The European Head of 

States hope to find an 

agreement upon the 

demands of Mr. Came-

ron to avoid a Brexit. 

Brussels 
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February 2016 

The European solutions answering to the events which 
the Union faces (Crisis of the Euro, of the debt, of the 
refugees, now the democracy in Poland and Hunga-
ry…)are never enough. Why Europe is always over-
whelmed and unable to react properly? The European 
Adviser tried to answer this question. 

Europe is still young and unexperienced 

For sure, the creation of a political alliance in Europe 
in relatively new: the Declaration of Schumann is 65 
years old, the Single Act is 30, the Lisbonn Treaty was 
made in 2009.  
To decrease this lack of experience, we should look for 
it in Culture and History. Europe should promote the 
research in these fields. An idea might be to create an 
Intellectual Submit, were citizens, scholars and leaders 
are gathered to formulate a political project. 

Europe needs leadership 

There is a lack of political leaders able to raise the 
continent and to give its people hope in the future. 
For the incoming elections, I strongly recommend the 
great parties to put famous faces and names forward. 
During the 2014 European legislative elections, the 
PSE campaigned behind Martin Schulz. We need more 
of this kind for the next European elections. 

The old demons of Europe are back 

Since a few years, extremists parties are getting 
stronger. More covered, more consensual, their aim 
are more and more in the discussions of Europeans. 
But the seduction of self-isolation and the "freedom" 
of nations hide a negation of the most elementary 
political values. 

Consequences are disastrous. It is a disease that touch 
every democracy in Europe, except a few ones. 
We need a major change in continental politics: alli-
ances between national parties are over. Pan-European 
parties must take place. Europe won't move in the 
right direction with fragmented politics.  

For the Heads of State, the stakes are elsewhere 

In the European Union, the most important decisions 
are taken by the Heads of State. Arise the issue of le-
gitimacy. They are elected by their fellow citizens to 
deal with certain topics. But their prerogatives are 
limited to the national borders and might hurt the 
whole community. 
Thus, a European executive power should be created. 
We strongly support the creation of a European Gov-
ernment, starting with a Minister of the Budget and of 
the Euro-Zone.  

Until December 30th, they 
were appointed by the 
National Broadcasting 
Council, through contests. 
Now, the Treasury Minis-
ter can appoint (and dis-
miss) members of the di-
rection and of the supervi-
sory board of public televi-
sion and radio channels. 
For the new polish govern-
ment, it was time to 
"change the operating and 
financing of public media". The Govern-
ment wants to "rationalize and decrease 
operating costs and get back to profes-
sional and ethical standards that are 
necessary to fulfill their public mission." 
This political maneuver allows the gov-
ernment to control public media. This is 
a serious threat to the Freedom of the 
Press in Poland. 

Reactions worldwide 

Several authorities in the journalism 
world reacted to this law, such as the 

European Association of Journalists, 
The European Union of Broadcasting 
and Reporter without Borders, as well as 
the European Commission. 
Mr. Frans Timmermans, Vice-president 
of the European Commission, asked the 
polish government “to give as soon as 
possible any information related to this 
law.” 

The conservative party Law and Justice (PiS) is now 
master of the Polish parliament.  
Not only PiS is a fiercely Eurosceptic party, but it also 
seems against our idea of democracy. Reform of the 
media, attacks against the Constitutional Court... The 
new power can't stand its detractors and would like to 
nominate its lieutenants to key positions. 

A criticized Reform of the media 

On December 30th, the polish lower house approved 
a law that changed nomination conditions for execu-
tive managers in public TV and radio.  

To see the complete article, visit 

europeanadviser.com 

To see the complete article, visit 

europeanadviser.com 

Editorial: Europe in Action 

Poland: PiS against democracy 

Andrej Duda,President  

of the Republic of Poland 

WE RECRUIT! 

If you want to express 

yourself on European 

Politics, if you want 

to debate on these 

issues, do not hesitate 

to reach us on Face-

book or Twitter. 

FOLLOW US:  

On Twitter 

The European Adviser 

On Facebook 

@EuropeanAdviser 
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